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December 9, 2005 
 
 
ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. I-76-05 
 
 
TO:  ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 
 
 
SUBJECT:  HURRICANE KATRINA EVACUEES LIVING IN CALIFORNIA 
 
 

The purpose of this All County Information Letter (ACIN) is to request that counties 
continue to gather and report to the California Department of Social Services, data on 
foster care evacuees displaced by Hurricane Katrina who have relocated to California, 
and to document, in Child Welfare Services Services/Case Management System 
(CWS/CMS), children who have relocated to California as a result of the Katrina 
disaster, that come to the attention of Child Welfare Services. 
 
The US Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and 
Families (ACF) has requested that we provide them with information on the number of 
foster care evacuees in California that we do not have custody over from the states of: 

• Louisiana 
• Mississippi 
• Alabama 
These are foster care children who evacuated with a foster parent or guardian who are 
being hosted by California.  If they have not been in contact with their home state’s 
social service agency to ensure receipt of their subsidy and board payments, they 
should be assisted in doing so.   
 
Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC) 
 
If a county CWS agency becomes aware that a child they are providing services to is 
already a dependent of one of the affected Gulf States then they are to make every 
effort to verify that dependency.  Each of the effected states has established a toll free 
phone number for foster parents and relative caregivers to use for the purposes of 
identifying their current locations.  The state contact numbers are: 
 
Louisiana: 1-800-259-3428  
Texas: 1-800-233-3405  
Mississippi: 1-800-821-9157  
Alabama: no number provided 
 

REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL 
 

[  ] State Law Change 
[  ] Federal Law or Regulation Change 
[  ] Court Order 
[  ] Clarification Requested by 
  One or More Counties 
[X] Initiated by CDSS 
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Requirements for compliance with the ICPC may differ on a case by case basis.  
Depending on the circumstances of the family entering the state this may or may not 
include the need to have the gulf state initiate the ICPC homestudy request.  As such, 
we are requesting that county CWS agencies contact the Out-of-State Placment Policy 
Unit (OSPPU) for assistance with the ICPC requirements when they become aware that 
there is a dependent child within their jurisdiction.  You can contact the Officer of the 
Day in the OSPPU at (916) 651-8100. 
 
CWS/CMS 
 
Children who have relocated to California as a result of the Katrina disaster that come to 
the attention of Child Welfare Services should be documented in CWS/CMS.  For this 
purpose, two new Special Project Codes will be available in the system for all counties 
to utilize.  County workers shall utilize the appropriate codes listed below and record 
them on the Special Project Page in the “REFERRAL” intake section.   
 
Court Dependent Children Evacuated to California 
 
The first code will be for minors who are dependents of counties or parishes in their 
states of residence.  This first category of minors should be entered into the system as 
children who have been sent via the ICPC process even though no formal ICPC request 
is yet initiated.  For CWS/CMS purposes, this uses the process steps called “Creating a 
case in CWS/CMS without a referral, which involves selecting “Incoming ICPC Request” 
reason as the intervention type. 
 

S-Intrste Evacuees-OS Depndnt 
This minor has been identified as an out of state (OS) resident who has relocated 
to California because of a natural disaster.  The minor is also a Juvenile Court 
dependent in another state. 

 
Evacuated Non-dependent Children Who Are Referred to CWS for Services 
 
The second special project code will be for minors who are evacuees and are referred 
to CWS for allegations of abuse and/or neglect after coming to California.   
 

S-Intrste Evacuees-CA Services 
This minor has been identified as an out-of-state resident who has relocated to 
California because of a natural disaster.  After relocating to our state, this minor 
has a referral and/or case with CWS.  These children may or may not be court 
dependents. 
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Resources 
 
The ACF has issued an Information Memorandum ACYF-CB-IM-05-06, to remind 
States of flexibility in the Title IV-E program that may help them serve vulnerable 
children and families who have been affected by Hurricane Katrina.  A copy of the 
Memorandum is attached to this ACIN. 
 
The American Public Human Services Association has compiled a list of Katrina related 
legislation which may be helpful to those working with evacuees.  A copy of that list is 
also attached. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this policy, please contact Nancy Goodman, 
Manager, Policy Development and Support Unit, at (916) 651-6160.  Any questions or 
problems related to the new Special Project Codes should be directed to Richard Costa 
of the CMS Support Branch at (916) 654-1086.  Questions about the steps to create a 
CWS/CMS case without a referral should be directed to your CWS/CMS System 
Support Consultant.  See the following website for that individual:  
http://www.hwcws.cahwnet.gov/Contactlist/SSClist.asp 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
MARY L. AULT 
Deputy Director 
Children and Family Services Division 
 
Attachments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hwcws.cahwnet.gov/Contactlist/SSClist.asp
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